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Want to Take Better Photos with Your Phone? 
Shelley Wood Will Show You How  

 

Join us for lunch at River Place Country Club on November 13 to meet Shelley Wood 

and learn how to  take better pictures with your phone. 

 

As a kid Shelley Wood was into art and liked taking pictures of happenings and friends. 

She earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts from the University of Texas concentrating in pho-

tography. She worked as a photographers’ assistant in California and New York, then 

transitioned into working as a freelance photographer but never lost site of her person-

al work. Around 2010 she began teaching photography. 

 

At our gathering in November Shelley will give us tips for improving our pictures with 

easy techniques using photo editing apps. We will begin with a quick introduction to 

the workings of your camera phone. We will explore composition and lighting and take 

time to take pictures. You will 

be able to follow along working 

on the same image that Shelley 

will be working on. 

 

The second half of class will be 

spent learning Shelley's favorite free camera apps. You will learn to 

remove content from an image, adjust contrast and brightness, 

diminish fine lines and wrinkles, and more. A list of the apps you 

will need to install will be emailed prior to class.  

 

Shelley has work in private and public collections. She has received 

two Cultural Contracts from the City of Austin as well as a Partners 

in the Arts and Humanities award. She continues to create and ex-

hibit work while sharing her love for photography through teach-

ing. Her work has been published nationally and internationally. 

Shelley has served as the Director of the DarkRoom Co-op since 

1994. 

 

November 13, 11:00 am 

 

River Place Country Club 

4207 River Place Blvd. 

Austin 78730 

 

$30/person 

Register and pay online 

before November 8, or 

mail check and 

reservation form 

(page 2) by October 30 

"Without a connection, the 

camera is only a tool. A cap-

ture to document. A still 

reality, until the photogra-

pher communicates further, 

expressing emotion, mood 

or perception."  

— Shelley Wood 
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 President ’s 
 Message 

 

Austin’s Fall is a most beautiful time of year, and a time for giving 

thanks.  I am extremely thankful to be living in Austin and enjoying all 

the wonderful live music that Austin is famous for, and to think that 

most of it is free.  And, of course, Austin Newcomers is on my thankful 

list because of all the amazing friends and activities I gain from being a 

“happy” member.  I’m also thankful for all the board members and 

interest group chairs that give of their time to make our club the 

exciting organization it is.  Be sure to look over the Welcome Mat for all 

the wonderful activities this group has put together for our enjoyment 

and sign up!! 

 

The November luncheon is going to be a chance for us to dress up “or 

not”, and enjoy the beautiful River Place Country Club as a start to the 

holiday season.  Shelley Wood of the UT Informal Learning program is 

going to teach us how to take better pictures with our telephones.  

Don’t know about you, but I am looking forward to being able to take 

better holiday pictures of my family and friends. 

 

And last, but not least, I am thankful that each of you found Austin 

Newcomers where you are making new friends and enjoying everything 

we have to offer. 

 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING TO ALL, 
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November Board Meeting 

 

When: November 6 

 Social—10; meeting—10:30 

 

Where: Ellen Honey 

 13001 Appaloosa Dr. 78732 

 

Luncheon/Program Reservation —  November —  River Place Country Club 

Price: $30 per person payable online. Deadline is noon, November 8. Or, send this reservation form 

and a check payable to Austin Newcomers Club. 

Mail to Pamela Craig, 7313 Wolverine Street, Austin, TX 78757. Mail should be posted by October 30. 

Name ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone _________________________________ 

Guest ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Members with dietary restrictions: An alternative menu option is available at regular monthly luncheon 

Meetings. Notice is required with your RSVP. Please include specific information regarding your 

Restrictions. You are financially responsible for menu substitutions made at the event. 

See page 

1 for 

details 
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AROUND AND ABOUT AUSTIN 

Daytrippers 

 
When: Wednesday, October 30, 10:00 am 

 

Where: The LBJ Ranch and National Historical Park 

  
Host: Susi Spies (310) 291-4150 

 Dale Truitt (214) 683-0821 

 

Cost:  Possible minimal entry fees at sites 

     

RSVP: Sunday, October 27 by 5:00 pm 

 
Details: We'll meet in Johnson City at the Science Mill at 

10:00 for coffee in their Lady Bird Cafe and a quick look 

around at their hydroponic garden, living wall, and 3-D room.  

 

Then, we'll stop at at the LBJ State Historic Park to pick up 

parking passes for the National Historic Park, and to see the 

Sauer Living History Farm and watch an early CBS interview 

with LBJ himself about why he loved his ranch and growing 

up in Texas. 

 

There aren't any good, convenient restaurants where we'll be, 

so bring your lunch and we'll picnic in a pretty picnic area 

nearby. After lunch, we'll visit the National Historic Park to 

see LBJ's boyhood home, etc. Finally, we'll head to Stonewall, 

Texas, to see the Johnson family ranch. NOTE: The ranch and 

lots, lots more is available to see, but the Johnson White 

House has been closed indefinitely for structural issues. 

 

II’ll send out a complete schedule the end of the week before 

the event and everyone will be able to somewhat pick and 

choose what they want to do. For this event, I’d appreciate 

online registrations rather than email registrations.  If you 

simply aren’t a computer person and must email me, please 

include the area of town you live in and your phone and 

email for carpool planning.  Thanks! 

 

Chair: Susi Spies, susi.spies@gmail.com 

 (310) 291-4150 

Live Music 
Devan Jones and the Uptown Stomp 

 
When: November 19, lessons 7-8 pm 

 Band plays 8-9:45 

 
Where: The White Horse 

 500 Comal St., Austin 78702 

 

Cost:  N/C, PLEASE tip the band 

     

RSVP: Not necessary 

 
Details: Devan Jones and the Uptown Stomp will be taking 

the stage Tuesday at The White Horse. Come out and listen 

to the early Chess Records sound Devan is known for and be 

ready to dance. 

 

To help you get out and move to these bluesy grooves free 

Blues dance lessons will be offered from 7-8pm. No partner 

or experience needed! The band will take the stage immedi-

ately afterwards and play from 8 to 9:45. And, please, gener-

ously tip the band!!  

Live Music 
Graham Reynolds Ruins the Holidays 

 
When: December 9, 7:30 pm 

 
Where: Rollins Studio at the Long Center 

 701 W. Riverside Drive, Austin 78704 

 
Cost:  $29.00 

     

RSVP: Not necessary 

 
Details: Please get your tickets soon if you plan to go. It 

gets sold out. Everyone is welcome back at our house, 1403 

Walnut Avenue 78702, after the performance. 

 

Chairs: Dona Reynolds, grdr@hotmail.com 

 713-651-7899 

 Ellen Honey, eshoney10@mac.com 

 737-703-5248 
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Hello Austin 

Kayaking Lady Bird Lake 

When: Saturday, November 9,  1:00 pm 

 

Where: Marj Lowe/Rowing Dock at Zilker Park 

 2418 Stratford Drive, Austin 78746 

  

Host: Patti Webster 

 

Cost: $30 per person, Newcomers Online Registration 

 

RSVP: Saturday, November 2 

 

Details: Come join us for a relaxing afternoon on Lady 

Bird Lake. You'll see Austin from a totally different on-the-

water perspective. The Rowing Dock has everything you 

need to enjoy a day of paddleboarding, canoeing, and 

kayaking. The dock is just west of Zilker Park, and they can 

help you choose the watercraft that is right for you.  

 

The Dock, located on the south shore of Lady Bird Lake, 

just west of Zilker Park, is the ideal location for kayaking, 

canoeing, and paddle boarding in Austin. You can head 

westward on Lady Bird Lake to explore the quiet beauty of 

the West End and circle around Red Bud Isle. You can 

paddle east to cruise through Barton Creek inlet and take 

in the downtown cityscape. 

 

Come and join us for a wonderful day on the lake. This is a 

can't miss activity. We have a limit of 20; so sign up soon.  

 

For more information contact Marj Lowe 

at loweandlowe@ameritech.net or Pattie Webster Schieck 

at pattie@pattiewebster.com 

 

Chair: Pattie Schieck, pattie@pattiewebster.com, 

512-924-9923  

 

AUSTINNEWCOMERS.COM 

AROUND AND ABOUT AUSTIN 

Art Treks 
Charles White: Celebrating the Gordon Gift 
 
When: November 15,  10:00 am — 2:00ish 

 
Where: Blanton  Museum of Art 

 200 E. MLK Jr. Blvd., Austin 78712 

 
Host: Kathy Russay 

 

Cost:  Adults $12; Seniors (65+) $10 

     

RSVP: Online, by November 6 

 
Details: The University of Texas at Austin is honored to be 

the home of 23 works by Charles White, one of the 20th cen-

tury’s most accomplished draftsmen and influential art edu-

cators. The Blanton’s exhibition features  White’s drawings 

and prints alongside work by those in his circle and reveals 

the impact of White’s artistic output on pop culture and rep-

resentations of black life. He taught at UT. 

 

Parking: Brazos Garage, 210 E. MLK Jr. Blvd. 

 

Lunch will follow at a restaurant to be determined. 

 

Chair: Kathy Russay, drzsu2006@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:loweandlowe@ameritech.net
mailto:pattie@pattiewebster.com
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Out-to-Lunch Bunch 
 
When: Friday, November 22,  11:30 

 
Where: Doc B’s 

 3001 Palm Way, 78758 

 
Cost: Separate Checks 

 

RSVP: Wednesday, November 20 by noon 

 
Details: We'll be heading up North to the Domain for our 

November Lunch Bunch gathering (in case anyone wants to 

get a jumpstart on their Holiday shopping). Destination? The 

new restaurant from the Chicago restaurant group, Doc B's 

Fresh Kitchen. 

 

Expect this new “doctor” to prescribe some reputedly terrific 

food. Think filet mignon sliders, grilled artichokes, fabulous 

grain bowls, and lots of other mindfully sourced, health-

inspired fare. Definitely worth checking Doc B's website 

menu to appreciate. And yes, Doc’s food pyramid also in-

cludes a selection of local craft beers, wine, and spirits. (P.S. 

Doc B's new Fresh Kitchen is DIFFERENT from the soon-to-

close Doc B's Restaurant and Bar--don't confuse them if 

you're checking the menu.) 

 

If the weather's nice, we can eat on the huge, covered patio. 

If not, there's plenty of room for a good time inside.  

 

Do come! You can register ONLINE or to me 

at susi.spies@gmail.com  

 
Chair: Susi Spies, susi.spies@gmail.com, 310-291-4150 

AUSTINNEWCOMERS.COM 

AROUND AND ABOUT AUSTIN 

TGI Social!  (Thank Goodness It’s Social) 
No T.G.I. Social! in November or December; we look forward to seeing you in January, 2020! Place and date for January will 

be in next month’s Welcome Mat. Happy Holidays to all! Jim and Janie McClam, jlmcclam@icloud.com, 512-301-9230 

(home);   512-771-1170 (cell) 

Hello Austin — Armadillo Christmas 

Bazaar 

When: Tuesday, 

December 17, noon 

 

 

 
Where: Linda & Paul Parrish 

 Palmer Events Center 

 900 Barton Spring, Austin 78704 

 

Host: Patti Webster 

 

Cost: $10 admission, $8 parking  

 

RSVP: December 13. 

 

Details: Join us for the Quintessential Austin Holiday 

Experience — The Armadillo Christmas Bazaar! 

The Armadillo Christmas Bazaar is an Austin holiday 

shopping staple featuring nearly 200 curated local and 

touring artists and makers to shop from, live music and 

local food. Attendees will find gifts in all price ranges as 

well as fine art for their collections. Shoppers can learn 

stories about the artists and their works, support local and 

traveling artists, and buy exclusive gifts. Over 12 days the 

2019 music lineup will be filled with 36 bands ranging from 

breakout musicians, touring singer-songwriters, and Austin 

legends. The intimate Armadillo stage is known for 

bringing out special performances in the high-quality 

sound you can’t catch anywhere else. On December 17th, 

we will listen to our own hometown guy, "Warren Hood" 

He's about as Austin as it gets! So come join us as we 

groove, eat, drink, mingle, and jingle 

RSVP by Dec. 13 to Linda at L-parrish@tamu.edu 

Seating: limited and no reserved seating, so come early 

and look for the ANC sign.  

More Information: https://www.armadillobazaar.com/ 

Chair: Pattie Schieck, pattie@pattiewebster.com, 

512-924-9923  

FOOD/SOCIAL  

mailto:susi.spies@gmail.com
mailto:L-parrish@tamu.edu
https://www.armadillobazaar.com/
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AUSTINNEWCOMERS.COM 

FOOD/SOCIAL  

In Vino Veritas 
A Wine Trip to Florence… TEXAS 

 
 

 

When: Saturday, November 2,  4-6 pm 

 

Where: The Vineyard at Florence 

 8711 FM 487, Florence, TX 76527 

 
RSVP:       October 22 (no free cancellations after this date)    

 
Cost: $45 per person on spot 

 
Details: Florence is a small picturesque town in 

northwestern Williamson County, about 13 miles west of 

Georgetown and 40 miles north of Austin.   

 

The main attraction of this beautiful countryside is the 

Vineyard at Florence - 32 acres of vines and a courtyard 

overlooking them, estate wine making, Villa Firenze and Villa 

Ella Amore for events, guest accommodations, trails for 

walking, and picnic grounds. 

 

The vision for The Vineyard at Florence comes from two 

ladies who loved their experience in Italy so much they 

wanted to share it at home. The property was chosen for its 

beauty as well as its ideal soil for growing wine grapes, as 

both the sloping hills of limestone and clay and the gentle 

breezes of the valley are perfect for it.  

 

OUR EVENT will be a sommelier-guided 7-pour estate wine 

tasting in a private room from 4 to 6 pm on Saturday, 

November 2. The ADDRESS: 8711 FM 487, Florence, TX 

76527. 

 

After the tasting, you have the option to grab some food 

from the cafe/bistro or to enjoy a dinner either in the tasting 

room or in the courtyard, depending on the weather.  

The dining there and the attire for the visit is CASUAL.  

 

Please, register ONLINE or by e-mailing Antra 

at antrrra@gmail.com. We are not limited in numbers this 

time, but the property does NOT accept cancellations after 

10 days prior to the event. For this reason, we will need to 

have a firm list of participants by October 22, and we won't 

be able to accept free last minute drop-outs, so plan 

accordingly. 

 

P.S. Your visit can be turned into a day trip by taking extra 

time to explore the property and/or to visit nearby 

Georgetown. Its main attraction is Inner Space Cavern - a 

cave carved by water passing through Edwards limestone. 

It's located at 4200 N Interstate 35 Frontage Rd, 

Georgetown, TX 78626, and open 10 am – 5 pm. 

 

P.P.S. Carpooling maybe a good idea. Let us know if you are 

looking for a ride share, we'll try to help.  

 
Chairs: Antra & Tim Getzoff 

 antrrra@gmail.com,  214-235-8014 

Come to Dinner; Bring a Plate 
 
Come to Dinner – Bring a Plate is a monthly dinner group 

for single ANC members who enjoy cooking and socializ-

ing. We meet in small groups in a member’s home the 

fourth Saturday of the month, and each guest brings a 

dish based on a menu selected by the host. 

  

Contact the chair to be placed on the list to receive the 

monthly invitation, which is sent out early in the month.  

Once the guest list is complete, the hostess sends out 

menu information and the address and directions to at-

tendees. 

 

When you join the list and come to dinner, we expect 

your commitment to be a host or co-host at least once 

every 12-18 months. 

 

RSVP: Contact Lynne to be placed on email list. 

 

Chair: Lynne Marcus, lmarcus08@gmail.com 

mailto:antrrra@gmail.com
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NEW MEMBERS 

Welcome New Members!  

Julij Miller and Mitch Pryor 

512-645-4228 

julij.miller@gmail.com 

 

Gigi Wood 

2510 West 35th Street 

Austin, TX 78703 

512-771-7533 

pjwood10@gmail.com 

 

Victoria Lara 

11900 Metric Blvd. #J145 

Austin, TX 78758 

512-417-2913 

wickyla@earthlink.net 

 

Tim and Diane Maddox 

11012 Pencewood Ct 

Austin, TX 78750 

817-689-5615 

dianemaddox@gmail.com 

 

Jill Haimes 

5224 Bantom Woods Bend 

Austin, TX 78724 

717-471-3011 

djillh@comcast.net 

 

Linda Abbott 

175 Peakside Circle 

Dripping Springs, TX 78620 

952-201-6114 

davlin909@gmail.com 

Linda Laden 

8200 Southwest Pkwy.  Unit 502 

Austin, TX 78735 

520-247-9296 

spl99@comcast.net 

 

Kathy Moore 

12332 Cardinal Flower Dr. 

Austin, TX 78739 

713-823-3360 

kpmoore@sbcglobal.net 

 

Chuck & Keithann Linthicum 

2825 Blake Street 

Austin, TX 78748 

775-843-4569 

ktravel72@aol.com 

Madeleine Hedrick 

110 San Antonio St, Apt 3219 

Austin, TX 78701 

214-769-7639 

madeleine.hedrick@gmail.com 

 

Mary Elzy 

512-809-1665 

maelzy@austin.rr.com 

Happy Hour 

 
When: Tuesday, 

November 19, 4-6 pm 

 

Where: Zax Restaurant and Bar 

 312 Barton Springs Rd., Austin 78704 

 

Cost: Separate checks for food and beverages 

 

RSVP: November 17 

 

Details:  Come say goodbye to the Zax restaurant, which will 

be closing its doors in December. Over the years, it’s been a 

favorite watering hole for our happy hour gatherings and 

theater lovers with its great selection of appetizers, half 

priced bottles of wine and free parking.  

 
Chair: Saj Maqsood, sajidmaqsood268@gmail.com 

 (972) 679-2268 

 

Friends Connection Brunch 

 

When: November 17, 1:00 pm 

 

Where: Hopfields 

 3110 Guadalupe Street, Austin 78705 

 

Cost: Separate checks, Medium priced 

 
RSVP: Register online by November 14 

 

Details: Hopfields: a place to sip & graze. A comfortable 

and casual yet classy spot to imbibe on high quality craft 

beers, wines, and cocktails and enjoy homestyle French cook-

ing. Hopfields marries comfy with swanky, modern with clas-

sic, feminine with masculine, high quality with simplicity. Join 

us for brunch, conversation, laughs and fun.  

 
Plenty of parking 

 

Chairs: Ann Fenerty & Sandy Lake 

 annfenerty@gmail.com, 203-913-9534 

AUSTINNEWCOMERS.COM 

FOOD/SOCIAL  

mailto:julij.miller@gmail.com
mailto:pjwood10@gmail.com
mailto:wickyla@earthlink.net
mailto:dianemaddox@gmail.com
mailto:djillh@comcast.net
mailto:davlin909@gmail.com
mailto:spl99@comcast.net
mailto:kpmoore@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ktravel72@aol.com
mailto:madeleine.hedrick@gmail.com
mailto:maelzy@austin.rr.com
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MOVIES 

Cinema South 
 

When: Friday, November 8, 7 pm 

 
Hosts:  Diane and Carl Gallagher 

 cd_gallagher28@hotmail.com 

 415 Jacksdaw Drive, Austin, TX 78737 

 
Cost:  $1 per person. Pay at door. 

 
RSVP: See Details 

 
Details:  We meet at homes of members and discuss and rate 

two movies selected the previous month. Each host sets the 

maximum capacity they can accommodate. Details of meet-

ings will be sent ahead of meeting dates via email.  

 

All members currently on the Art House Cinema South email 

list will receive an email with details about this event. If you 

are new, sign up online at www.austinnewcomers.com and 

mark Cinema South in the interest group selections of your 

profile or email us to be placed on our member list. Meetings 

fill up fast so RSVP as soon as possible.  

 
Chairs: Susan Holland, susan_holland2@yahoo.com 

 512-554-9841 

 Robert Nutt, jrobertnutt@gmail.com 

 512-554-9841 

 David/Pattie Schieck, deschieck@yahoo.com, 

Art House Cinema North 
 

When: Friday, November 8, 7:15 pm 

 

Cost: $1/person at the door. 

 

RSVP:  RSVP to email sent to group each month. No deadline but there is a limit to meeting size.  If you are new, please sign 

up online. 

 

Details:  Each month the group selects a film to see before the next meeting. We see the film and then discuss and rate it as 

a group on the 2nd Friday as well as select a film for the following month. Details of upcoming gatherings for this group are 

sent in a separate email to group participants with details about the movie selection, location, and any additional infor-

mation.  

 

Chair:   Harry Polly, harry.polly@hotmail.com  

   214-598-5071  

AUSTINNEWCOMERS.COM 

Movie Group. “We don’t 

always agree, but we have 

fun doing it!” 
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Men’s Book Club 
 
When: November 26, 2:00 pm  

 

Where: Home of Jim McClam 

 7113 Doswell La. 78739 

 
Cost: Free 

RSVP: Not required 

 

Details: The Book to be discussed: 

The Soul of America; the battle for our better Angels, by 

Jon Meacham 

 
Chair: Hector Barrio,  hebate@gmail.com 

 512-633-2103 

Afternoon Mystery Book Group 
 
When: Wednesday, November 20, 1 pm 

 

Where: Home of Judy Largent 

 11309 Archstone Drive, 78739 

Cost: Free 

RSVP: Online, or 

 kkirmis@gmail.com and 

 judylargent@gmail.com 

Details: NOTE: date has been changed to 

November 20. We will be discussing Murder in the Rue 

Dumas, by M.L. Longworth. Response to RSVP will be 

directions to 11309 Archstone Drive.   

 

Chair:   Karen Kirmis  kkirmis@gmail.com (701) 570-5472 

BOOK GROUPS 

AUSTINNEWCOMERS.COM 

Bluebonnet and Yellow Rose Book Clubs 

Annual Authors Luncheon 
When:  December 5, 11:30 am 

 

Where: Chez Zee 

 5406 Balcones Dr., Austin 78731 

 

Cost: $30.00, by check payable to Gayle Cannon fbo ANC, 9306 Great Hills Trl, Unit 31, Austin, TX 78759  

 

RSVP: By December 2 

 

Details: SAVE THE DATE! 

 

STARRING: ELIZABETH CROOK, Author of THE WHICH WAY TREE and MONDAY, MONDAY, among others. 

 

Your check is your reservation and your meal selection. Meal selection information and more to come in the next Welcome 

Mat and to your mailbox in November.  

 

Yellow Rose Chairs: Bluebonnet Chairs:  
 Gayle Cannon, gayle.cannon70@gmail.com    Jeanette Swenson 512-627-1295 

 (214) 236-9436  Nikki Faulkner 512-994-5677 

 Lou Blemaster, loublemaster@gmail.com  jeanetteswenson64@gmail.com 

    faulkhome2@aol.com,  
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HOBBIES 

AUSTINNEWCOMERS.COM 

Photography (Photoshoot) 
 
 

When: November 12, 10:00 

 
Where: Umlauf Sculpture Gardens and Museum 

 605 Azie Morton Rd. (formerly Robert E. Lee Rd.) 

 

Cost: $5.00 for Adults, $3.00 for Seniors (60+), at the 

door 

  

Deadline: No RSVP needed, just come. 

 

Details: These days we post our photos on social media 

sites and frequently send pictures to our friends. Why not 

come out with a group of friendly people and go some-

where and have some friendly company while taking pic-

tures? Our members use all sorts of cameras from cell 

phones to DSLR cameras. After we take pictures, we often go 

to lunch. Lunch is optional, but if you don't go, you will miss 

out on some great conversations. 

 

For November, we are going to Umlauf Gardens to photo-

graph the many sculptures of Charles Umlauf, a sculptor 

who taught at the University of Texas. I have taken some 

“assignments” from a 52-week photo challenge relating to 

portraits and art that I feel will apply to this adventure. 

 

There is limited parking at the gardens and more parking 

across the street. 

 

Photography (PhotoShare) 
 
When: Tuesday, November 26 

 Arrival 10:30 am, Share 11:00 

  
Where: Precision Camera  

 2438 W. Anderson Lane, Ste. B-4, Austin 78757 

 

Cost: None 

 

RSVP: Just come 

 
Details:  On the fourth Tuesday of the month, we meet to 

share our pictures. We are in the classroom toward the back 

of the store near where you drop off or pick up your pic-

tures. 

 

For our Photoshare, please submit your pictures no later 

than Sunday November 24th to photoman401@gmail.com. 

This way we can make you part of our slide show. Our Pho-

toshare will be Tuesday, November 26th at Precision Camera 

on Anderson Lane. People start arriving at 10:30 and the 

meeting begins at 11:00. Some of our members may make 

suggestions of how you might improve your picture. Don't 

be offended, it is our way to help you take your pictures 

from "that's nice" to "WOW" and leave your viewers with an 

emotional response.   

 

 

Chair: George McCane 

 photoman401@gmail.com 

Knit ’n Stitch 
 

When: Thursday, November 7, 10 am to 12 noon 

 

Host: Deborah Marks 

 4526 Avenue G 

 Austin 78751 

 

Cost:  None 

 

RSVP: Register online or email Arlene Agree, 

aagreezell@gmail.com by Monday, November 4. Space is 

limited, so you must RSVP to attend. 

 
Details: We meet on the first Thursday of each month to 

knit, crochet, or do laptop needlework projects. Join us for 

coffee, crafting, and conversation.  

 
Chair:   Arlene Agree, aagreezell@gmail.com 

 617-759-1464 

 

mailto:photoman401@gmail.com
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French Conversation 
 

When: Wednesday, November 13, 12:30 pm 

 

Host: Madeleine Lachman 

 2904 Barton Skyway, Bldg 18, Apartment #325 

  

Cost: Free 

 

RSVP: By Sunday, Nov. 10 

 Verena 512-296-3262 or 

 Madeleine 512-767-0558

 yvonneblanch2@yahoo.com 

 

Details: Directions to Madeleine’s house: 

From Mopac N take Barton Skyway exit, merge onto 

Frontage road, right on Barton Skyway. 2904 is on the left. 

Her apartment is in Building 18, #325. 

From Mopac South take Barton Skyway exit onto Frontage 

road and turn left on Barton Skyway. 

Her phone: 512-767-0558 

 

Subject of our discussion: What is your favorite holiday 

and why? 

  
Chair: Verena Wilson, wilsontrav@aol.com 

 512-296-3262  

Expats 
 
When: November 16, 6:00 pm 

 

Hosts: Patricia & Peter Anderson 

 401 W 32nd Street, Austin 78705 

 

RSVP: Online RSVP required 

 

Cost: Free 

 

Details: Expats is a friendly group of people who have 

lived overseas or enjoy traveling the world.  We meet at 

each others houses and share our experiences with one 

another.  We bring an appetizer and a drink and have fun 

eating and socializing. We can enrich each others lives and 

open our eyes to new experiences by sharing our travel 

journeys.  If you feel adventuresome, please join us. You 

are always welcome. 

 
Chairs: Shashi Ambiee, shashi24.ambiee@gmail.com 

 512-514-1565 

 Jill Speasmaker, jspeasmaker@verizon.net  

 757-375-7528 

LANGUAGES/EXPATS 

AUSTINNEWCOMERS.COM 

Spanish Conversation 
 

Spanish conversation is suspended until 

further notice due to the illness of Su-

sana’s husband. 

 
Chair: Susana Surbek, 512-740-2349 

 susana.surbek@hotmail.com 
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Canasta 

 
When: Mondays, November 4, 11, 18, 25 

               11 a.m. - 3 p.m.  

 

Where: Café Blue 

12800 Hill Country Blvd., G-115 

Hill Country Galleria, Bee Cave 

 

Cost:    New players pay a one-time fee of $15 when they 

join to cover the cost of cards and supplies. 

 
RSVP:  RSVP online by the Friday before play date. 

 

Details:  We meet most Mondays for a relaxing day playing 

a hand-and-foot version of Canasta, which is easy to learn. 

New players are invited to join in. You're welcome to play 

as often as you like, every week or just occasionally. We 

begin at 11:00 a.m., break for lunch about 12:30 p.m., and 

continue to play afterward. We order from the menu and 

get separate checks. Join us for a fun day of cards and 

conversation with a group of interesting ladies. 

 

Chair: Beth Hernandez, beth8021@gmail.com 

               720-549-3770 
3rd Thursday Bridge 
 
When: Thursday,  November 21, 10 am 

 

Where:  IHOP 

1101 South Mopac 

 

Host: Nancy Cosby 

 

Cost: $3.00/person at the door 

 

RSVP: Email Nancy Cosby ASAP. 

 
Details: This is a group of average to expert bridge 

players who enjoy playing together. We like the 

competition and challenge of party bridge and 

the opportunity to meet new people. Bridge is 

open to all.  

 
Chair: Nancy Cosby, ncosby@flash.net,  817-360-0494 

FUN AND GAMES 

Kitchen Bridge 
When: Wednesday, November 20, 10:00 am 

 

Host: Deidre Brightman 

 18705 Waltz Ct., Austin 78738 

 
Cost: $2.25 cash 

 
RSVP: November 1, to  Deidre Brightman 

 deidre1025@gmail.com 

 
Chair:  Hansa Nasta,  hnasta@yahoo.com 

Mah Jongg 

 
When:  Thursday, November 14, 1:00 p.m. 

 

Where: Central Market, 4001 N Lamar (upstairs)  

 

Cost: Free 

 

RSVP:   Online by the Tuesday before game day. 

 

Details:   This group plays the American Version of Mah 

Jongg and uses The National Mah Jongg League card. We 

welcome anyone who is interested to join us. 

 

Chair: Marsha Hoffer, mhoffer@gmail.com 

 (409) 351-4074 

AUSTINNEWCOMERS.COM 

https://austinnewcomers.com/
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Mexican Train 
 
Mexican Train will be cancelled for November and December. We look forward to seeing you at Mexican Train in January. 

 

 

 
Chairs: Eugenie Whalen, eswhalen@sbcglobal.net 

 512-608-0010  

 Shelley Smith, agenomore01@aol.com 

 512-608-9264 

FUN AND GAMES 

Golfing Around Austin 
 
When:  Monday, November 18 

 

Where: Course to be determined 

 
Cost: Green fees vary, each indi-

vidual pays at the course . 

 
RSVP: Online, by Sunday, No-

vember 10 

 
Details: The next Golfing Around 

Austin play date is Monday, Novem-

ber 18, 2019. The RSVP deadline for 

on-line registration is Sunday, November 10, 2019. We 

play a monthly select best ball scramble tournament at 

various golf courses around the Austin area. Men and 

women golfers of all abilities from beginners to more ex-

perienced players are are welcome to play with us. You just 

need to sign up and come out. If you have any questions 

about the ANC golfing group or in general about playing 

golf in Austin, please contact me. 

 

 

Chair: John Cates, jwcates3@gmail.com, 832-814-8402 

AUSTINNEWCOMERS.COM 

Bunco 
 
There will be no Bunco in November. Check next month’s Welcome Mat for the December meeting. Please contact Connie 

Gardner if you wish to sub or become a permanent player. Chair: Connie Gardner,  peplett@aol.com, 915-203-4522 

Daytime Buddy Bridge 
 
Partnerships schedule play with other partnerships in each other's home each month from September through May except 

for December. Although the deadline for partnerships signing up to play for the year is past, you can still sign up as a substi-

tute. Call Marilyn at 512-331-8385 if interested.  

 

Chairs: Marilyn Calhoun, calron1@att.net, 512-331-8385;  Cathy Cotter, catcot72@gmail.com,   512-465-9472 

HEALTH & FITNESS 

https://austinnewcomers.com/
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HEALTH & FITNESS 

AUSTINNEWCOMERS.COM 

Happy Trails  

 
When: Saturday, November 16, 9:00 am 

 

Where: Mary Moore Searight: Metro Loop Trail 

 407 Slaughter Lane 

 

Cost: Free 

 

RSVP: No deadline 

 

Details: We are going to head to southeast Austin for 

a lovely walk. Set back from Slaughter Lane, Mary Moore 

Searight Metropolitan Park is 344 acres of fields, trees 

and wildlife. The park is the lasting legacy of its 

namesake. The City of Austin purchased 88 acres from 

Searight using a Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 

grant. Searight donated an additional 206 acres. The city 

named the park after her in November 1988. Newspaper 

articles at the time had compared the acquisition's 

significance to that of Zilker Park. This is a very 

picturesque walk where many of the live oaks are 

festooned with Spanish moss. We will walk a 2.4 lollipop 

loop on this very easy dirt and asphalt trail. Leashed 

dogs are permitted on this trail. Please bring water and 

dress for the weather. Park near the pavilion and 

restrooms. The trailhead is right there.  

 
Chair: Donna Dauenhauer 

 donnadau@hotmail.com, (512) 584-5834  

Hearty Hikers 

 
Hearty Hikers will not be hiking in November or Decem-

ber. Look for an event in January. 

 
Chairs: Laurie Zahn, laurdon@flash.net, 214-769-2388 

 Dana Thor, danathor@gmail.com 415-367-5911 

 

State Cemetery Tour 

Happy Trails and water moccasins! 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

Oct 27 Oct 28 
Canasta 

Oct 29 Oct 30 
Daytrippers 

 

 

Oct 31 
 

Nov 1 
 

Nov 2 
In Vino Veritas 

3 
 

4 
Canasta 

 

 

5 
 

6 

ANC Board 

Meeting 

7 
Knit ‘n Stitch 

 

 

8 
Cinema South 

 

Cinema North 

9 
Hello Austin 

(Kayaking) 

10 
 

11 
Canasta 

 

 

 

 
 

 

12 

Photography 

(Photoshoot) 

 

13 
French Con-

versation 

 

Monthly Pro-

gram and 

Luncheon 

14 
Mah Jongg 

15 
Art Treks 

16 
ExPats 

 

Happy Trails 

 

 

17 

Friends Con-

nection Brunch 

 

 

18 
Canasta 

 

Golfing around 

Austin 

 

 

19 
Live Music 

 

Happy Hour 

20 
Afternoon 

Mystery Book 

Club 

 

 

Kitchen 

Bridge 

21 
Third Thursday 

Bridge 

 

 

 

 

22 
Out to Lunch 

Bunch 

 

 

23 
Come to  

Dinner Bring a 

Plate 

 

 

24 
 

25 
Canasta 

 

 

26 
Photography 

(Share) 

 

Men’s Book 

Club 

27 
 

28 

THANKS-

GIVING 

29 30 

       

November 2019 
For online registration, go to austinnewcomers.com, sign in, and access the calendar. 
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PO Box 163343 

Austin TX  78716-3343 

Welcome Mat 
Austin Newcomers      

AUSTINNEWCOMERS.COM 

Welcome Mat  
Email vpmembership@austinnewcomers.com for address corrections 

or changes. 

 

Please submit your Welcome Mat  articles or information about your 

interest group online by the first of the month preceding the 

publishing month (ex. January 1 is the deadline for February Welcome 

Mat).  

 

Members may not make commercial solicitations at any meeting or 

activity, nor use our directory for any commercial solicitations. 

 
ANC Communications Staff  

Lynne Marcus, director 

 

Austin Newcomers’ website - Lynne Marcus, lmarcus1819@gmail.com  

Welcome Mat Editors -  Beth & Wes Grantham 

                                        anc.mat.bethandwes@gmail.com 

Calendar - Bonnie Woodard, bonnieawoodard@gmail.com  

Visit our website,  

austinnewcomers.com  

for information about our activities 

and how to become a member. 

https://austinnewcomers.com
https://austinnewcomers.com

